A Monthly Publication of Shepherd of the Sea
201 East Fort Macon Road, Atlantic Beach, NC 28512 www.soselca.org

January 2019

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate,
to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. "I
will not leave you orphaned.” (John 14:16-18a)
The season of Epiphany is upon us. It is a time of revelation and discovery. For this Epiphany, I
have decided to do something that I have never done before – a sermon series.
During our time together in Epiphany, my plan is to preach each week on the Trinity. Yes, we have a
dedicated Sunday each year on the Trinity, but this seems a good time to delve a little deeper. Why?
Because we talk a lot about God, we talk a lot about Jesus. We even bring in the Spirit every once in
a while. But we don’t often contemplate what the Trinity means for us in our lives.
We are told that the Trinity is a mystery. We don’t have to understand it, just believe it. There is
some truth to this, but this just seems to me unfulfilling. If the doctrine of the Trinity didn’t exist,
would our lives be any different? I think the honest answer would be, “probably not.” And that is
what I hope to explore and maybe even enlighten why the Trinity touches our lives in ways we have
not even imagined.
So yes, the Trinity is a mystery, but this mystery doesn’t mean we cannot understand it. It means the
Trinity is something we can endlessly understand. There is no point in which we can say, “I’ve got
it.” We can understand the Trinity, but we can never capture it completely. There is always something new to learn.
The early Church Fathers thought of the Trinity as a relationship that circles around. Whatever is going on in God is a flow, a radical relatedness, a perfect communion between Three – a circle dance of
love.
And yet God is not just the dancer, God is the dance itself; an infinite current of love that streams
without ceasing, to and fro, to and fro, gliding from Father to the Son and to the Spirit in one timeless
happening.
The Trinity is a circle dance; a divine dance and you’d better believe that this changes everything for
us! That is what we will explore.
My hope and invitation is that you join us this Epiphany season as we explore together the doctrine of
the Holy Trinity.
Grace + Peace,
Pastor Scott
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In December, we repaired and painted the ceiling in
the Sanctuary. Many thanks to Rick Donoghue and
Wayne Dabbs for their help in getting this done in
time for Sunday services!

During the renovations, we had a chance to take down the shrimp
boat in the Narthex. Thanks to Carol Montgomery and Joseph Eudy
for giving it a good cleaning!

Our Youth performed a shadow Christmas Program. Thanks to Emily Berry and Kim Moles and
the youth for all their hard work!
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Letters Received
My friends of Shepherd of the Sea,
Thank you all for your kindness and always thinking about me, the caring, and
the thought of me. You all have a very
blessed Christmas. Love, Hugs, &
Peace, Nancy Womack

To the Members of Shepherd of the Sea,
Carey and I can’t thank you enough for your prayers and gift of $150, and we are so touched by
the kindness and generosity of you all, our church family. The loss of our home from hurricane
damage was devastating to be sure, but just knowing we’re not alone in getting things put back
together makes all the difference. Please continue your prayers for us; God’s grace and blessings have already been evident through them.
In his love, Peggy and Carey Blount

Hello Guys,
Praying and believing in all He has in store for us. I love you all so so much. You are so wonderful
to me and for me. I need you like the air I breath. Love, Loretta

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ—1 Corinthians 12:12
Even as the months have passed since the destruction of Hurricane Florence, then Hurricane Michael,
it is easy to see the repair work that still remains. Recovery can feel so far away.
You are not forgotten.
Please accept the enclosed love offering from your brothers and sisters of Trinity Lutheran Church in
support of your ministry and efforts to fix damage left in the wake of the storms.
Thank you for your partnership in ministry. You continue in my prayers,
Pastor Alice Johnson-Curl, Trinity Lutheran Church, Rocky Mount, NC
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
Charity Focus for January

Adult Formation in January

Every few months, we are going to have a charity
that we want to focus on, and this month we are
proud to support Martha’s Mission. Martha’s
Mission provides food to families in need in Carteret County. If you would like to donate, simply
write “Martha’s Mission” in the memo line of
your check and drop it in the weekly offering.

Come and deepen your faith, Sundays at 9 am in
the Fellowship Hall. We
are currently studying the
gospel of John. Come anytime and join in the conversation and fellowship!

Small Quilting Group will meet January 9
Men’s Breakfast

and 10 starting at 9 am. Anyone interested is
welcome. If you have questions or need more
information, call Dot Blickle at 728-2465.

All men are invited for breakfast and fellowship
at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 12 at 4 Corner’s Restaurant in Atlantic Beach.

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING
December 2

81

6,579.40

December 9

57

1,415.46

December 16

117

4,888.00

December 23

90

3,519.00

December 24 5 pm

130 8 pm 46

2,900.00

December 30

1,243.00
$20,544.86

Social Media Outreach—Last Month
People reached through our Facebook page

276

Facebook likes, comments, and shares

385

Visits to our website

1,121

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES
Please contact the church office during office hours. At any other time, contact Pastor
Scott Berry at 336.312.6276 or 252.777.3067
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Missions of Grace
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTER
We are collecting old /used magazines for the
Domestic Violence shelter. You can place
your magazines in the basket in the Narthex. (The Dialysis Center is no longer accepting magazines).

HOPE MISSION MINISTRIES is in need
of toilet paper, paper towels, jelly, baked
beans, cleaning supplies and teabags for the
mission and the shelters. Please carry all donated items to the mission at 1410 Bridges
Street or call 252-240-2359 for other arrangements. For more information, visit
www.hmcm.org or like us on Facebook.
Thank you for your kindness and support of
Hope Mission.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR “DINNER
OF HOPE AND FELLOWSHIP”
We are seeking volunteers to help prepare and
serve a buffet style dinner at 6:00 pm the
third Friday every other month at Hope Mission. The Menu is quick and simple and will be
divided between four families to prepare at home
and brought to the Mission. We are looking to
have four families participate in order to spread
the responsibilities. The sign-up sheet is in the
Narthex on the kiosk bulletin board. Our next
opportunity is in February. For more information, please contact Maritake Bretzke at maritabretzke@yahoo.com

HOMEBOUND
MEMBERS
Keep our homebound
members in your prayers. They always love
cards, calls, or visits! Contact the church office for address information.
Peg Anderson

June Boyette

Doris Nelson

Vernon Schrum

Nancy Schrum

Nancy Womack

Thank You Shepherd of the Sea!
The staff of Shepherd of the Sea wishes to thank the congregation for their generosity this
Christmas season. We certainly appreciate you all thinking of us and we are truly blessed by
your gifts. May the peace of Christ be with you in the upcoming year and we pray you all
have a merry Christmas and a happy new year!
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SERVANT SCHEDULE JANUARY 2019
Color of the Day
First Reading

Jan 6

Jan 13

Jan 20

Jan 27

Color of the Day

Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6

Baptism of Jesus
Isaiah 43:1-7

Epiphany 2
Isaiah 62:1-5

Epiphany 3
Nehemiah

First Reading
Psalm

Psalm 72:1-7

Psalm 29

Psalm 36:5-10

8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19

Ephesians 3:1-12

Acts 8:14-17

1 Corinthians

1 Corinthians

Second Reading

Matthew 2:1-12

Luke 3:15-17, 21-

12:1-11
John 2:1-11

12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

Gospel

9:00 Faith Formation

9:00 Faith Formation

9:00 Faith Formation

9:00 Faith Formation

Acolyte

10:00 WORSHIP
Lily Warren

10:00 WORSHIP
Daphne Vickers

10:00 WORSHIP
Aidan Kimbrell

10:00 WORSHIP
Josh Bretzke

Acolyte

Crucifer

Maddy Arnold

Madeline Vickers

Trey Piccini

TJ Bretzke

Crucifer

Ushers

David Stephens

John Hagle

Tony Piccini

Toby McDaniel

Ushers

Dixie Stephens

Kerry Moles
Emily Moles

Anthony Piccini
Donna Benson

Fred Fulcher
Danny Collins

Worship Assistant

Psalm
Second Reading
Gospel

Worship Assistant
Lay Reader

Malcolm & Jack
Condie
NO COMMUNION

Melissa Jernigan

Ernie Hayman III

Illona Murta

Wes Condie

Andrew Arnold

Jack Condie

Elliott Arnold

Communion Assistant
Bell Ringer

Altar Guild

Ginger Fulcher

Ginger Fulcher

Ginger Fulcher

Ginger Fulcher

Altar Guild

Fellowship

Nancy Warren
Drop Off

Nancy Warren
Drop Off

Nancy Warren
Drop Off

Nancy Warren
Drop Off

Fellowship

Communion Assistant
Bell Ringer

Lay Reader
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Church Funnies

CHURCH COUNCIL
Laurie Eudy, President
Kerry Moles
Rich Donoghue, Property
Danny Collins
Sue Fulcher, Secretary
Pastor Scott Berry
cell

(252) 726-8875
(252) 393-6685
(252) 247-7487
(252) 723-9095
(252) 726-8367
(252) 777-3067
(336) 312-6276

we3eudys@centurylink.net
kkaem102@gmail.com
19rad48@gmail.com
dcollins1193@gmail.com
w8koqs1st@ec.rr.com
soselca.pastor@gmail.com
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